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(57) ABSTRACT

A method and a system for providing an external optical data
packet to a destination node of a packet optical network are
described. The packet optical network includes a plurality of
nodes and a first optical data channel for optically commu-
nicating local optical data packets between the plurality of
nodes. The external optical data packet is optically con-
verted for a transmission to the destination node over a
second optical data channel of the packet optical network,
the first and second optical data channels being independent
of each other, the converted external optical data packet is
optically transferred to the packet optical network, and the
converted external optical data packet is transmitted to the
destination node over the second optical data channel.
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1
METHOD AND SYSTEM FOR PROVIDING
AN EXTERNAL OPTICAL DATA PACKET TO
A DESTINATION NODE OF A PACKET
OPTICAL NETWORK

RELATED APPLICATIONS

This application claims priority under 35 U.S.C. §119 to
European Patent Application No. 12186801.2 filed on Oct.
1, 2012, the entire content of which is hereby incorporated
by reference.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

Embodiments of the invention relate to approaches for
allowing an optical packet to be optically provided to a
packet optical network, e.g. for allowing an optical commu-
nication between two or more packet optical networks
enabling an optical bypass between two or more packet
optical networks, for example packet optical mobile com-
munication networks.

FIGS. 1A through 1C show examples for optical networks
communicating with each other. FIG. 1A is a general rep-
resentation of two packet optical networks exchanging sig-
nals/messages. FIG. 1B is a more detailed representation of
the networks being a mobile core network and a mobile
metro/access network. FIG. 1C is an even more detailed
representation of possible implementations of the mobile
networks from FIG. 1B.

As is shown in FIG. 1A, a first packet optical network 100
and a second packet optical network 102 are shown sche-
matically. Within each of the networks 100, 102 local traffic
occurs, as is represented by the arrows 104 and 106, which
is only within the respective network 100 and 102. In
addition, it may be desired to exchange information between
the networks 100 and 102 which is referred to as cross traffic
108. The networks 100 and 102 are optical networks and the
local traffic 104, 106 is done on the basis of optical signals.
When communicating between the networks 100 and 102,
the cross traffic 108 needs to transfer signals or messages
among the two networks 100 and 102.

FIG. 1B shows an example for the configuration shown in
FIG. 1A in which the network 100 is a mobile core network
of' a mobile communication system, including a plurality of
nodes, for example a packet data network gateway 110
(P-GW), a service gateway 112 (S-GW) and a mobile
management entity 114 (MME), which are shown only
schematically as respective nodes in the mobile core net-
work 100. The second packet optical network 102, in FIG.
1B is a mobile metro/access network 102 including a
plurality of mobile access areas represented schematically
by base stations 116a to 116c. Each of the access areas
serves a plurality of mobile users, and the base stations
communicate with each other on the basis of the X2 proto-
col, thereby generating the X2 ftraffic 106. The mobile
metro/access network 102 and the mobile core network 100
need to communicate with each other, for example there
needs to be a communication among the respective base
stations 116a to 116¢ of the mobile metro/access network
102 with the serving gateway 112 (see S1 traffic 108).

FIG. 1C shows a further detailed representation of FIG.
1B, especially more details regarding the mobile core net-
work 100 and the mobile metro/access network 102. The
mobile core network 100 may include an HOPR mesh
(HOPR=Hybrid Optoelectronic Router), and the mobile
metro/access network 102 may include a plurality of
POADM rings (POADM=Packet Optical Add/Drop Multi-
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plex). The network 100 comprises the nodes 110 to 114
described with regard to FIG. 1B, each node including the
resources 110a, 112a, 114a necessitated, for example CPUs,
memory elements, and the like. Further, each of the nodes
includes an optoelectronic router 1105, 1126 and 11454 for
exchanging optical signals among the respective nodes and
for converting the optical signals into electric signals for
handling by the respective resources. The network 100 in
FIG. 1C shows additional optoelectronic routers 118 and
120 for providing alternative connections between nodes
110, 112 and between nodes 112 and 114 or for providing
additional access points for the network 100.

The mobile metro/access network 102 comprises several
POADM rings, e.g., 122a to 122¢. The first POADM ring
includes three base stations 124a to 124¢ communicating
among each other, thereby generating local traffic 1064, for
example using the X2 protocol. The local traffic 106a is
based on optical signals. The POADM ring 1225 includes
four base stations 1264 to 1264 communicating with each
other in accordance with the X2 protocol, thereby generating
local traffic 1065. Likewise, POADM ring 122¢ includes
four base stations 1284 to 1284 communicating with each
other in accordance with the X2 protocol, thereby generating
the local traffic 106c. Communication among the base
stations in the rings 1226 and 122¢, like in ring 122a, is
based on optical signals exchanged among the respective
base stations. Within each ring, one of the base stations, e.g.
base stations 124a, 126a and 128a, is defined as the hub
node for interfacing with the mobile core network for
coupling the respective rings to the core network entities.
The base station 124a of the first ring 122a is connected to
the service gateway node 112, as is the first base station 126a
of'the second ring 1225. Via this interface, cross traffic 1084
and 1085 between the service gateway 112 and the first ring
122a and the second ring 12254, respectively, occurs. The
third ring 122¢ is coupled via the further access node 118 of
the core network 100 to the respective gateways described
and respective cross traffic 108¢ is generated between the
mobile core network and the third ring 122¢. The cross
traffic 108a to 108¢ may include S1 traffic.

In the above described optical networks 100, 102, optical
routers/switches are used which are advantageous due to the
low energy consumption and high capacity when compared
to electrical routers/switches. FIG. 2 shows a comparison of
the energy consumption at electrical switches/routers and
optical switches/routers. As can be seen, the routers and
Ethernet switches (see the upper two rows of FIG. 2) have
the highest energy consumption which constantly drops
when implementing the switches with optical components
obtaining the lowest energy consumption when using an all
optical switch (OO0 switch: Optical-Optical-Optical
switch). With the growth of data traffic in networks, for
example the increase of mobile data traffic due to the rapid
spread of smart phones and the commercialization of LTE
services, there is a need to change the network transport
technology from electrical packet switching to optical
packet switching also between the core network and the
metro/access network. Because of the different requirements
in the different parts of an overall network different optical
switching techniques may be used within the respective
networks (for example the above core network 100 and the
metro/access network 102). These networks may have dif-
ferent requirements regarding costs, network resilience, data
rate, data aggregation, etc., different optical switching tech-
niques may be used within the respective networks.

Thus, while there is already a solution for optical com-
munication within the respective networks, there is currently
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no solution to efficiently interconnect different packet opti-
cal networks. Rather, at present the interconnection of
different packet optical networks is done electrically, i.e. the
above described cross traffic 108, 108a to 108¢ is done
electrically. The cross traffic between the different packet
optical networks is converted into the electrical domain, is
electrically processed, for example in the IP/Ethernet layer,
is electrically stored, for example in the electric buffer and
is then converted back into the optical domain such that it
can be understood by the target packet optical network. This
OEO conversion (OEO=Optical-Electrical-Optical) and
electrical processing necessitates a lot of time and leads to
a high energy consumption. Further, such interconnection
points also form a bottleneck with regard to the traffic
transport between the different packet optical networks.

A similar problem occurs when considering only a single
optical network which needs to receive external data packets
which can be generated by the external packet provider in
the optical domain. In such a situation, like above, it is
necessitated to provide for the conversion of the external
optical data packet into the electrical domain, to electrically
process it and to convert it back into the optical domain of
the network which needs to receive the external data packet,
which again leads to the above mentioned problems regard-
ing the OEO conversion and the electrical processing.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

According to an embodiment, a method for providing an
external optical data packet to a destination node of a packet
optical network, the packet optical network having a plu-
rality of nodes and a first optical data channel for optically
communicating local optical data packets between the plu-
rality of nodes may have the steps of: optically converting
the external optical data packet for a transmission to the
destination node over a second optical data channel of the
packet optical network, the first and second optical data
channels being independent of each other; optically trans-
ferring the converted external optical data packet to the
packet optical network; and transmitting the converted
external optical data packet to the destination node over the
second optical data channel, wherein the external optical
data packet includes a header and a payload section, and
wherein the header includes control information and the
payload section includes data payload.

Another embodiment may have a computer program
product having instructions stored on a computer readable
medium, said instructions carrying out the method men-
tioned above when being executed on a computer.

According to another embodiment, a system for providing
an external optical data package to a destination node may
have: a packet optical network having a plurality of nodes,
a first optical data channel for optically communicating local
optical data packets between the plurality of nodes, and a
second optical data channel for optically communicating
external optical data packets between the plurality of nodes,
wherein the first and second data channels are independent
of each other, and wherein the plurality of nodes have the
destination node; and an external node optically connected
to the packet optical network, the external node being
configured to receive the external optical data packet, to
optically convert the received external optical data packet
for a transmission to the destination node over the second
optical data channel of the packet optical network, and to
optically transfer the converted external optical data packet
to the packet optical network, wherein the external optical
data packet includes a header and a payload section, and
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wherein the header includes control information and the
payload section includes data payload.

In accordance with embodiments, the first and second
optical data channels have allocated different wavelengths,
and optically converting the external optical data packet
comprises a wavelength conversion for obtaining the con-
verted external optical data packet at a wavelength allocated
to the destination node for transmission over the second
optical data channel. The wavelength conversion may be
based on a table mapping destination addresses for the nodes
of'the packet optical network to wavelengths allocated to the
nodes of the packet optical network for transmission over
the second optical data channel. The wavelength used for
transmission over the first and second optical data channels
may be allocated dynamically or in advance.

In accordance with embodiments the method further
comprises, upon receipt of the external optical data packet,
sending a notification to the packet optical network, the
notification including address information about the desti-
nation node. The packet optical network may further com-
prise a control channel for communicating control channel
information between the plurality of nodes, and the method
may further comprise preparing a control header for the
external optical packet on the basis of the received notifi-
cation, and transmitting the control header over the control
channel upon transmitting the converted external optical
packet over the second data channel. The notification may
comprise further information about the external optical data
packet, like the QoS of the packet, the control header being
further prepared on the basis of the further information.

In accordance with embodiments, the packet optical net-
work is a slotted packet optical network, and the method
comprises optically delaying the converted external optical
data packet so that the converted external optical data packet
is transmitted in the next time slot, the delay being less than
or equal to the duration of a single time slot in the slotted
packet optical network.

In accordance with embodiments the external optical data
packet is received at an the external node optically coupled
to the packet optical network, wherein the external data
packet is optically converted at the external node. The
external node may be a node of a further packet optical
network including a plurality of nodes communicating over
a further optical data channel. The packet optical network
may comprise a mobile access network operating in accor-
dance with a first technology and the further packet optical
network may comprise a mobile core network operating in
accordance with a second technology being different from
the first technology, and the local optical data packets may
comprise packets transmitted between base stations of the
mobile access network and the external optical data packets
comprise packets transmitted between gateways of the
mobile core network and the base stations of the mobile
access network.

In accordance with embodiments, the packet optical net-
work comprises an optical fiber, and wherein the optical
packets for the first and second data channels are transmitted
in the same optical fiber.

Thus, in accordance with embodiments of the invention,
an advantageous way for allowing the transmission of
optical packets to an packet optical network is provided
which avoids the above mentioned problems with known
approaches, especially problems regarding long latencies,
delays and high energy consumption, which are due to the
necessity of the conventional approaches to provide for a
conversion of the optical signal into the electrical domain,
mainly for buffering and processing, before it is sent to the
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receiving optical network operating in the optical domain,
thereby necessitating a reconversion from the electrical
domain into the optical domain. The optical packets may
come from an external source, like a data processing unit
generating the data packets in an optical format which need
to be provided to the optical network in a way that they can
be handled by the optical network, or alternatively the
optical packet may stem from another packet optical net-
work and need to be transferred for a communication with
the target packet optical network thereto in a format that they
can be understood by the receiving optical network.

In accordance with embodiments of the invention, the
problems associated with known approaches are avoided by
providing the external optical packet to a packet optical
network which has a first optical data channel for transmit-
ting local traffic and in addition a second optical data
channel for transmitting the external packets. To allow
transmission of the external packet to the desired node a
conversion of the external packet is needed only in the
optical domain, for example by modifying the wavelength in
such a way that the wavelength of the optical signals used in
the external packet corresponds to a wavelength allocated to
a destination node for transmissions over the second optical
data channels.

Embodiments of the invention further provide a method
for passing a packet optically between different packet
optical networks, thereby providing for a “optical bypass”.
In accordance with embodiments, a dedicated data channel
for the cross traffic and a dedicated data channel for the local
traffic is provided, thereby allowing an improved intercon-
nection of the different data optical networks.

The inventive approach is advantageous as it allows to
reduce the energy consumption and the latency for packet
switching between different packet optical networks without
affecting the local traffic. For example, experiments have
shown that the energy consumption can be decreased by as
much as 90%, and the latency can be decreased by as much
as 99%. As a consequence, less operational expenditure
(OPEX) and less capital expenditure (CAPEX) can be
expected. For example, in the field of mobile networks, full
advantage of fast and energy efficient optical transports is
taken, which leads to the above mentioned low OPEX by a
more efficient transport due to less OEO conversion and the
reduced number of electrical processes, and also to the
above mentioned low CAPEX as less electrical buffers and
reduced cooling system requirements are needed, and also a
higher network capacity, bandwidth, is provided. Further,
due to the low transport delay, a high customer satisfaction
can be expected and by means of the lower energy con-
sumption CO, emission will be reduced.

Thus, in accordance with embodiments an apparatus and
a method are provided to realize an optical connection
between different packet optical transport networks, and in
accordance with this embodiment the data traffic is separated
into cross traffic and local traffic, both types of traffic being
transported in separate data channels. The corresponding
procedure for packet switching between the different packet
optical networks includes a novel approach for exchanging
control information, for converting the control information,
for a time synchronization and for the resource allocation
necessitated.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

Embodiments of the invention will be described in further
detail on the basis of the accompanying drawings, in which:
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FIGS. 1A through 1C show examples for optical networks
communicating with each other, wherein FIG. 1A is a
general representation of two packet optical networks
exchanging signals/messages, wherein FIG. 1B is a more
detailed representation of the networks being a mobile core
network and a mobile metro/access network, and wherein
FIG. 1C is an even more detailed representation of possible
implementations of the mobile networks from FIG. 1(5);

FIG. 2 shows a table comparing the energy consumption
at electrical switches/routers and optical switches/routers;

FIG. 3 shows a schematic representation of an optical
network that is to receive an external optical data packet
from an external node;

FIG. 4 shows the handling of an optical packet and
messages exchanged between the edge nodes of the net-
works of FIG. 3 when transferring an optical packet without
resource reservation,

FIG. 5 shows, in a similar way as in FIG. 4, the handling
of the optical packet and the messages exchanged when
implementing when transferring an optical packet with
resource reservation,

FIG. 6 shows a schematic representation of a system for
providing an external optical data package to a destination
node in accordance with an embodiment of the invention;

FIG. 7 shows, in a similar way as FIGS. 4 and 5, the
activities occurring at the respective networks and between
the networks when implementing the inventive approach of
providing separated data channels for local traffic and cross
traffic; and

FIG. 8 shows a signaling diagram among the respective
elements of the scenario depicted in FIG. 6.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE
PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS

In the following, embodiments of the present invention
for implementing an optical bypass for passing an optical
packet optically from an external node, for example a node
of a first optical network, to a receiving packet optical
network will be described. So far, conventional approaches
necessitate the conversion of the optical packet into the
electrical domain, processing it and converting it back to the
optical domain. To avoid such problems, in accordance with
this invention, an optical bypass is provided as mentioned
above, however, there are several challenges to realizing
such a bypass:

1. Conversion in the control plane: the two interconnected
packet optical networks may have different control mecha-
nisms, for example there may be different addressing
schemes, different ways of treating QoS, etc. Further, one of
the packet optical networks may have an in-band control
channel, while the other one may have a dedicated control
channel.

2. Conversion in the user plane: the data transport system
of' the interconnected packet optical networks is independent
from each other, so that one network may use a synchronous
transmission in accordance with which an optical packet is
transported in a fixed time slot, while the other one may use
an asynchronous transmission. The resource access/alloca-
tion mechanism (wavelength, time slot) may also be com-
pletely different.

3. Further, among the networks there are both the local
traffic, the traffic within the same packet optical network,
and the cross traffic, and the cross traffic which should not
affect the transport of the local traffic, and vice versa.

FIG. 3 shows a schematic representation of an optical
network that is to receive an external optical data packet
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from an external node. FIG. 3 shows a part of a mobile core
network 200 and a schematic representation of a mobile
metro/access network 202. The core network 200 may be a
network having a structure as described with regard to FIG.
1C and may include an HOPR mesh. A core node 204 is
shown, for example a core node implementing a service
gateway (S-GW) of the core network. The node 204 includes
resources 204a necessitated, for example in the form of CPU
cores, memory elements and the like, for implementing the
desired functionality, in the present case the service gateway.
Further, the node 204 includes an optoelectronic router 2045
connected to the resource 204a and further connected to
respective optical transmission lines 2064, 2065 of the core
network 200 for providing a connection to other cores in the
optical domain, in a similar way as described with regard to
FIG. 1C above. By means of the optical transmission lines
206a, 2065 local traffic within the network 200 is commu-
nicated among the different nodes thereof.

The mobile network/access network 202 comprises a
plurality of nodes 210 to 216, e.g. base stations. In the shown
example, the respective nodes are base stations of a mobile
access network and each node also includes an optoelec-
tronic router 210a to 2164 and respective radio equipment
2105 to 2165 for communicating with mobile users served
by the respective base stations 210 to 216. The base stations
210 to 216 are connected by an optical packet ring 218 as is
schematically shown by the optical transmission lines 218a
to 218d. For exchanging optical packets in the optical packet
ring 218 different wavelengths are allocated to the respective
nodes 210 to 216, and the packet to be transmitted inside the
network 202 to a destination node is generated in accordance
with the wavelength allocated to the destination node so that,
via the optical packet ring 218, it can be sent from the source
node to the target node.

In FIG. 3 the base station 210 forms the hub node of the
network 202, which is the node for connecting the network
202 to the core network 200 as it is schematically repre-
sented by the dotted line 220, i.e. cross traffic among the
networks 200, 202 that will be transmitted via the connec-
tion 220.

While FIG. 3 indicated the node 204 as being part of the
core network 200, in other embodiments only the network
202 is provided to which optical packets need to be delivered
from an external node. In such a case the node 204 may be
an external node not connected to any network. The node
204 may be a service node providing specific services to the
users of the mobile network 202 and the data packets
necessitated may be generated at the node as optical packets
which, in accordance with the invention, should be trans-
mitted by an optical bypass to the network 202 without any
conversion into the electrical domain. When considering the
environment of FIG. 3 and assuming the node 204 to be part
of a core network, the aim of the invention is to realize an
optical bypass via the connection 220 between the two
packet optical networks 200 and 202. However, this is not an
easy task, due to the different control mechanisms, for
example with regard to the addressing and the quality of
service requirements and the like and in view of the inde-
pendent data transport planes resulting in different resource
allocation/media access schemes, different wavelength allo-
cations and different time slots synchronization.

Without losing generality, the situation in FIG. 3 is now
considered, which depicts an example of a mobile packet
optical network having a mobile core network 200 including
an HOPR mesh, and a mobile metro/access network 202
including a POADM ring 218. The HOPR-technology is one
known packet switching technology of the applicant of the
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present application, which uses the MPLS technology
(MPLS: Multi-Protocol Label Switching) for switching an
optical packet. The control information is included in the
packet header as an MPLS label. The mobile metro/access
network uses the POADM technique (Packet Optical Add/
Drop Multiplex—see reference [1]) which is a different
packet switching technology operating on the basis of a
synchronized time slot ring structure for the transport of an
optical packet. In this technology, the control information is
included in a separated control channel.

As is depicted in FIG. 3, the core network 200 and the
metro/access network 202 are interconnected 220 via a core
node 204 at the core network side and a hub node 210 at the
metro/access network side. The local traffic in the metro/
access network 202 may be X2 traffic between the respective
base stations, in accordance with the 3GPP definition. The
cross traffic 220 may be S1 traffic between the gateways and
the base stations of the overall mobile network in accor-
dance with the 3GPP definition. The traffic from the core
network 200, called the downstream S1 traffic, should be
able to be optically injected into the metro/access network
202 without affecting the local traffic, the X2 traffic.

To provide for a more detailed understanding of this
process, the information exchange and processing will now
be considered in further detail.

It is assumed that an optical packet 222 to be transmitted
from the core network or from the core node to the metro/
access network 202 arrives via optical transmission line
206a at the core node 204. The core node 204 may interpret
the destination address of the optical packet and send a
notification to the hub node 210 of the optical packet ring
218, wherein this notification includes the destination
address retrieved from the received optical packet 222. The
optical packet may include a header 222a¢ and a payload
section 222b, and the destination address may be retrieved
by the core node 204 from the information provided in the
header 222a of the optical packet 222.

The hub node 210 determines when a time slot with the
wavelength necessitated for the desired destination address
is available on the basis of the destination address and
provides this information to the core node 204, which then
performs the wavelength conversion necessitated of the
optical packet 222 and passes the datagram optically to the
hub node 210. The hub node 210 prepares the control header
and injects the control header together with a data payload
into the packet optical ring 218.

However, it has been found out that this resource access
approach hardly fulfills the above tasks in a timely manner.

More specifically, when considering an opportunistic
resource access, this means that the hub node 210 checks the
time slots which pass and indicates to the core node 204 to
pass the optical packet 222 whenever it finds an empty time
slot. In other words, the HOPR core network 200 passes the
optical packet 222 to the POADM network 202 whenever a
resource, for example a time slot, is available on the
POADM network 202. This is depicted in detail in FIG. 4,
and it is assumed that at a time t, the packet 222 arrives at
the HOPR network 200. At this time, by means of the core
node 204 the message S1 is sent to the hub node 210 of the
network 202, the message including the destination address
of the packet 222. Shortly after the time t, the message S1
is received at the hub node 210 of the network 202, and at
this time a first time slot, slot 1, passes the hub node 210.
Each time slot is assumed to have a length of 100 ns. In the
situation depicted in FIG. 4 it is further assumed that the hub
node 210 recognizes that the next time slot, slot 2, would be
available and the hub node 210 signals to the core node 204
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that this slot, slot 2, is available and what wavelength an
optical packet in this slot would necessitate for allowing a
delivery to the destination node indicated by the destination
address of the packet 222. This information is received at the
core node 204 where a wavelength conversion and packet
switching takes place. However, this necessitates a specific
amount of time, 318 ns in the example shown, which is
longer than the time duration of the respective time slots in
the network 202. At the time the processing at the core node
204 is completed, the available time slot, slot 2, in the
network 202 already passed, i.e. the available time slot
signaled by the network 202 to the network 200 was missed.
To avoid such missing of the available time slot, the node
processing time of both networks should map exactly, how-
ever, considering the additional signaling between the nodes
as well as the signal propagation delay and the signal
processing, the time mapping necessitated for avoiding
missing valuable time slots is basically impossible. Thus,
after the wavelength conversion and packet switching at the
network 202, the signaling S3 for transferring the wave-
length converted packet to the network 202 will be such that
the time slot for the packet is already gone. Thus, the
opportunistic resource access approach described with
regard to FIG. 4 is not feasible as upon receiving message
S3 including the modified packet it is no longer known
where the time slot in the network 202 actually is.

To address the just mentioned problem described with
regard to FIG. 4, one possibility would be to make some
reservation of the resource in the network 202 upon receiv-
ing the request for handling cross traffic, as is for example
described in reference [1]. FIG. 5 shows, in a similar way as
in FIG. 4, the handling of the packet and the messages
exchanged when implementing SWING (Simple Wdm
rING—see reference [3]), a distributed reservation protocol.
In this scenario, the POADM network 202 will make a
reservation for the time slot and the wavelength after receiv-
ing the request from the core node 204. In FIG. 5 it is
assumed that at time t, the packet 222 arrives at the core
node 200 which sends out the message S1 including the
notification of the destination address which is received at
the hub node 210 of the network 202. The hub node will
reserve the current time slot, “slot 17, for transmitting the
packet. Then the hub node 210 signals, via the message S2,
that the time slot “slot 1” is reserved and will occur again in
2 ms. The message S2 further includes an information of the
wavelength needed to reach the destination node in the
network 202. After receiving at the core node 204 the
message S2, the wavelength conversion and packet switch-
ing necessitated is carried out, which again takes some time,
for example 380 ns, and then the converted packet needs to
be transmitted to the network 202 by means of message S3.
However, at the time the wavelength conversion and packet
switching is completed and at the time at which the message
S3 reached the network 202 only a small fraction of the 2 ms
period until the next receipt of time slot “slot 17, which has
been reserved for the packet, has lapsed which, as a conse-
quence, results in a waiting time in the order of milliseconds
until the reserved slot passes the hub node once again and
only then can the converted packet be injected into the
network 202. As a consequence, this necessitates buffering
the converted packet either at the POADM network 202 or
at the HOPR network 200. However, optical delay lines
cannot cope with waiting times in the range of milliseconds,
rather they can only cope with waiting times of one or more
hundreds of nanoseconds, so that in the scenario of FIG. 5
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an electric buffer is needed for buffering the converted
packet so that again an OEO-conversion would be necessi-
tated, which is undesired.

In other words, in the scenario depicted in FIG. 5, the
optical packet which has been converted needs to either wait
in the target optical network, that is the hub node which is
the edge node of the POADM network 202 shown in the
example of FIG. 5, or at the source optical network, i.e. the
core node 204 which is the edge node of the HOPR network
in the example shown in FIG. 5, until the reserved time slot
arrives. As mentioned above, this waiting time is in the scale
of milliseconds and since optical buffering is very expensive
and currently only possible by an optical delay line which
can cope with delays in the scale of several hundred nano-
seconds, the optical packet needs to be converted into the
electrical domain, stored in an electrical buffer and con-
verted back into the optical domain when the reserved time
slot arrives. Naturally, this increases the energy consumption
and will cause additional delay which is undesired.

Therefore, in accordance with embodiments of the inven-
tion a concept of dedicated data channels for the cross traffic
and for the local traffic, respectively, for interconnecting
different packet optical networks is introduced and the
corresponding new procedure of information exchange and
datagram exchange will be described in further detail below.

FIG. 6 shows a schematic representation of a system for
providing an external optical data package to a destination
node in accordance with an embodiment of the invention.
FIG. 6 shows a similar scenario as in FIG. 3. In FIG. 6, the
optical packet ring 218 is schematically shown, however, in
accordance with the inventive approach the optical packet
ring 218 now includes a first data channel 224 connecting
the respective nodes 210 to 216 and being used only for the
local traffic exchanged within the network 202 among the
nodes 210 to 216. In addition, the optical packet ring 218
includes a further data channel 226 dedicated to transporting
optical packets from the cross traffic 220 among the respec-
tive nodes 210 to 216. Thus, in accordance with the inven-
tive approach, in the network 202 two independent data
channels 224, 226 are provided, wherein the first data
channel 224 is used for the local traffic, and the second data
channel 226 is used for the cross traffic 220. One example
for such independent data channels is the use of data
channels having different wavelengths associated therewith,
and thanks to the WDM technology, traffic carried by
different wavelengths can be transported in the same fiber
without interfering with each other. Thus, the optical packet
ring 218 may be implemented by a single fiber, and the
respective data channels 224 and 226 are defined by the
respective sets of different wavelengths. In the example of
FIG. 6, it is assumed that the local traffic data channel is
formed by the wavelengths A, to A, allocated to the nodes
210 to 216, as is indicated in the figure. Thus, dependent on
the destination, local traffic packets are provided at the
wavelength allocated to the destination node in the network
202. Further, each node has allocated further wavelengths A
to Ag and these wavelengths define the cross traffic data
channel 226 so that a data packet 222 to be transmitted from
the core network 200, for example to node 214 of the
metro/access network 202, is wavelength converted so that
it has the wavelength A, so that it can be transmitted via the
ring 218, the single fiber for example, to the node 214. Each
of the nodes 210 to 216 of the POADM ring 218 includes
two receivers, one to receive the wavelength allocated for
the local traffic, and another one to receive the wavelength
allocated for the local traffic. Also respective transmitters
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may be provided for allowing packets to be sent out either
to other local base stations or to the core network.

It is noted that the core network 200 may also have such
a configuration, i.e. in a similar way as the network 202 it
may include two data channels, one for the local traffic and
one for the cross traffic which needs to be transmitted via the
core node 204 to other nodes in the core network and which
originates from the network 202. In a similar way as
described with regard to the metro/access network, in the
core network the transmission of the two data channels may
also be via a single fiber as the signals are separated by their
different wavelengths.

As to the actual resources for the two independent data
channels 224 and 226, it is noted that in accordance with
embodiments, the wavelengths for these data channels can
be allocated either dynamically or in advance based on
statistics.

The control information, for example a wavelength to
destination address mapping table, may be exchanged in
advance and independent from the occurrence of cross
traffic. In this way, the source packet optical network (in the
embodiment of FIG. 6 the core network 200) is able to
perform wavelength conversion without any interaction with
the target packet optical network (the metro/access network
202 in the embodiment of FIG. 6). The target packet optical
network 200 can prepare the control header in parallel to the
source packet optical network processing after getting a
short notice of the arriving packet from the source packet
optical network including the address information and pos-
sible QoS information. The time synchronization may be
done periodically independent from whether cross data
traffic occurs or not.

FIG. 7, in a similar way as in FIGS. 4 and 5, shows the
activities occurring at the respective networks and between
the networks when implementing the inventive approach of
providing separated data channels for local traffic and cross
traffic, thereby guaranteeing the availability of resources for
the cross traffic. Basically, at each time slot in the POADM
network 202, due to the different channels that can be
transmitted at the same time, a cross traffic optical packet
received from the network 200 can be transmitted. In
accordance with embodiments of the invention, at some
instance of time a message S1 is exchanged between the
networks 200 and 202, more specifically between the core
node 204 of the core network 200 and the hub node 210 of
the metro/access network 202. The message S1 includes a
list of wavelengths associated with the second data channel
and allocated to the respective nodes of the network 202. A
time synchronization between the networks may also be
carried out which may be repeated at predetermined inter-
vals later. It is assumed that at a time t, the packet 222
arrives and without any further signaling between the net-
works, at the core node 204 on the basis of the information
from the A-list obtained via message S1 at an earlier time
wavelength conversion and packet switching occurs. After
this processing is completed, for example after the 380 ns
which are needed therefore, the converted packet is trans-
mitted via message S2 or via message S3 to the network 202.
When using message S2, the converted packet is transmitted
after conversion is completed and an optical delay line at the
network 202 may be provided for delaying the received
signal until the start of the next time slot, in the example slot
n. Alternatively, due to the synchronization, the network 200
has knowledge about the times when the respective time
slots in the network 202 occur at the hub node 210 and
therefore the optical delay line may also be at the core node
204 or at the core network 200 delaying the sending of the
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message S3 in such a way that upon sending the message via
message S3 it is received at the beginning of the desired time
slot, “slot n”.

Thus, in accordance with the inventive approach no
electric buffer is needed and as a consequence no OEO
conversion.

FIG. 8 shows a signaling diagram among the respective
elements of the scenario depicted in FIG. 6. In FIG. 8 the
signaling between the HOPR node 204, the POADM hub
210 and the POADM fiber 218 is indicated. At a specified
time, for example at a time of setting up the two networks
200 and 202 or at another time a message S1 is exchanged
for synchronizing the time basis of the two networks, and a
table mapping a destination address in the network 202 to a
specific wavelength of the core traffic data channel is also
sent to the core node 204. Upon receiving at the core node
204 a packet to be transferred to the network 202, a short
notice S2 is sent to the hub 210 and at 230 the node 204
performs the conversion necessitated of the packet received,
for example the wavelength conversion, on the basis of the
pre-known wavelength allocation. Following this operation
230, the message S3 is sent out and may be delayed at the
node 204 or at the hub 210 for being in alignment with the
next time slot available. In parallel, at 232 the hub 210
prepares the control channel information necessitated and
transmits same via message S4 to the fiber 218 so that the
information from the hub 210 and the information from the
node 204 arrive at the fiber 210 at the same time, more
specifically at the same time slot. Thus, when compared to
the approaches above, the signal exchange between the
different packet optical networks is reduced and the proce-
dure at the connection nodes or edge nodes of the packet
optical networks are decoupled, for example the operations
230 and 232 for carrying out the wavelength conversion at
the node 204 and for preparing the channel control info at
node 232 can be done in parallel. As a result, the waiting
time of the optical packet at the target/source packet optical
network is decreased to less than 100 ns, more generally to
less than the duration of a time slot in the fiber 218, as can
be seen from FIG. 7, and such waiting time can be easily
realized using an optical delay line thereby avoiding unnec-
essary and undesired electrical buffer and associated optical
electrical conversion.

With regard to the inventive approach described above, it
is to be noted that embodiments are not about simply
changing a wavelength of a data channel used for transmit-
ting data in an optical communication network, rather, as
described above, the inventive approach is directed to one or
more packet optical networks and for providing an optical
data packet to the network either from an external node or
from an external network. Packet optical networks are
similar to non-optical packet switched networks in that the
packet sent over the network includes a header and a payload
wherein the header has the information necessitated for
routing the packet to the destination. Thus, when switching
optical data packets to a new optical network it is necessi-
tated to both provide for a wavelength conversion of the data
payload in view of the prerequisites of the receiving optical
network and, in addition, it is necessitated to convert the
control information from the header of the packet in such a
way that the control information, especially the address of
the destination, is also available and usable in the destination
network.

Therefore, as has for example been described with regard
to FIG. 8, optically converting the external optical data
packet 222 comprises the two steps of a wavelength con-
version 230 of the data payload, and preparing 232 a control
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header or control information based on the control informa-
tion in the external optical data packet 222. Following this,
optically transferring the converted external optical data
packet to the packet optical network 202 comprises sending
(see messages S3 and S4) the wavelength converted data
payload and the prepared control header or control infor-
mation to the packet optical network 202.

As mentioned, the above steps are carried for optically
transferring an optical data packet to a receiving network,
and in accordance with the inventive approach for avoiding
the necessity for carrying out an intermediate conversion
into the electrical domain, the additional control channel in
the destination network is provided so that after completing
the conversion of the data and the generation of the control
information it can be transferred to the designated control
channel in the receiving network for being routed to the
destination using the control information generated for the
receiving network.

Although some aspects have been described in the context
of an apparatus, it is clear that these aspects also represent
a description of the corresponding method, where a block or
device corresponds to a method step or a feature of a method
step. Analogously, aspects described in the context of a
method step also represent a description of a corresponding
block or item or feature of a corresponding apparatus.

Depending on certain implementation requirements,
embodiments of the invention can be implemented in hard-
ware or in software. The implementation can be performed
using a digital storage medium, for example a floppy disk,
a DVD, a CD, a ROM, a PROM, an EPROM, an EEPROM
or a FLASH memory, having electronically readable control
signals stored thereon, which cooperate (or are capable of
cooperating) with a programmable computer system such
that the respective method is performed.

Some embodiments according to the invention comprise
a non-transitory data carrier having electronically readable
control signals, which are capable of cooperating with a
programmable computer system, such that one of the meth-
ods described herein is performed.

Generally, embodiments of the present invention can be
implemented as a computer program product with a program
code, the program code being operative for performing one
of the methods when the computer program product runs on
a computer. The program code may for example be stored on
a machine readable carrier.

Other embodiments comprise the computer program for
performing one of the methods described herein, stored on
a machine readable carrier.

In other words, an embodiment of the inventive method
is, therefore, a computer program having a program code for
performing one of the methods described herein, when the
computer program runs on a computer.

A further embodiment of the inventive methods is, there-
fore, a data carrier (or a digital storage medium, or a
computer-readable medium) comprising, recorded thereon,
the computer program for performing one of the methods
described herein.

A further embodiment of the inventive method is, there-
fore, a data stream or a sequence of signals representing the
computer program for performing one of the methods
described herein. The data stream or the sequence of signals
may for example be configured to be transferred via a data
communication connection, for example via the Internet.

A further embodiment comprises a processing means, for
example a computer, or a programmable logic device, con-
figured to or adapted to perform one of the methods
described herein.
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A further embodiment comprises a computer having
installed thereon the computer program for performing one
of the methods described herein.

In some embodiments, a programmable logic device (for
example a field programmable gate array) may be used to
perform some or all of the functionalities of the methods
described herein. In some embodiments, a field program-
mable gate array may cooperate with a microprocessor in
order to perform one of the methods described herein.
Generally, the methods may be performed by any hardware
apparatus.

While this invention has been described in terms of
several embodiments, there are alterations, permutations,
and equivalents which will be apparent to others skilled in
the art and which fall within the scope of this invention. It
should also be noted that there are many alternative ways of
implementing the methods and compositions of the present
invention. It is therefore intended that the following
appended claims be interpreted as including all such altera-
tions, permutations, and equivalents as fall within the true
spirit and scope of the present invention.
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What is claimed is:
1. A method for providing an external optical data packet
to a destination node of a packet optical network, the packet
optical network comprising a plurality of nodes and a first
optical data channel for optically communicating local opti-
cal data packets between the plurality of nodes, the method
comprising:
optically converting the external optical data packet for a
transmission to the destination node over a second
optical data channel of the packet optical network, the
first and second optical data channels being indepen-
dent of each other;
optically transferring the converted external optical data
packet to the packet optical network; and

transmitting the converted external optical data packet to
the destination node over the second optical data chan-
nel,

wherein the external optical data packet comprises a

header and a payload section, and wherein the header
comprises control information and the payload section
comprises data payload,

wherein the method comprises upon receipt of the exter-

nal optical data packet sending a notification to the
packet optical network, the notification comprising
address information about the destination node,

wherein the packet optical network further comprises a

control channel for communicating control channel
information between the plurality of nodes, and
wherein the method comprises:

preparing the control header for the external optical data

packet on the basis of the received notification, and
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transmitting the control header over the control channel
upon transmitting the converted external optical data
packet over the second data channel.

2. The method of claim 1, wherein

optically converting the external optical data packet com-

prises a wavelength conversion of the data payload, and
preparing a control header or control information based
on the control information in the external optical data
packet; and

wherein optically transferring the converted external opti-

cal data packet to the packet optical network comprises
sending the wavelength converted data payload and the
prepared control header or control information to the
packet optical network.

3. The method of claim 1, wherein

the first and second optical data channels comprise allo-

cated different wavelengths, and
optically converting the external optical data packet com-
prises a wavelength conversion for acquiring the con-
verted external optical data packet at a wavelength
allocated to the destination node for transmission over
the second optical data channel.
4. The method of claim 3, wherein the wavelength con-
version is based on a table mapping destination addresses for
the nodes of the packet optical network to wavelengths
allocated to the nodes of the packet optical network for
transmission over the second optical data channel.
5. The method of claim 3, wherein the wavelength used
for transmission over the first and second optical data
channels are allocated dynamically or in advance.
6. The method of claim 1, wherein the packet optical
network comprises an optical fiber, and wherein the optical
data packets for the first and second data channels are
transmitted in the same optical fiber.
7. A non-transitory computer program product comprising
instructions stored on a computer readable medium, the
instructions when being executed on a computer performing
a method of claim 1.
8. A method for providing an external optical data packet
to a destination node of a packet optical network, the packet
optical network comprising a plurality of nodes and a first
optical data channel for optically communicating local opti-
cal data packets between the plurality of nodes, the method
comprising:
optically converting the external optical data packet for a
transmission to the destination node over a second
optical data channel of the packet optical network, the
first and second optical data channels being indepen-
dent of each other;
optically transferring the converted external optical data
packet to the packet optical network; and

transmitting the converted external optical data packet to
the destination node over the second optical data chan-
nel,

wherein the external optical data packet comprises a

header and a payload section, and wherein the header
comprises control information and the payload section
comprises data payload,
wherein the method comprises upon receipt of the exter-
nal optical data packet sending a notification to the
packet optical network, the notification comprising
address information about the destination node, and

wherein the notification comprises further information
about the external optical data packet, like the QoS of
the packet, the control header being further prepared on
the basis of the further information.
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9. A non-transitory computer program product comprising
instructions stored on a computer readable medium, the
instructions when being executed on a computer performing
a method of claim 8.
10. A method for providing an external optical data packet
to a destination node of a packet optical network, the packet
optical network comprising a plurality of nodes and a first
optical data channel for optically communicating local opti-
cal data packets between the plurality of nodes, the method
comprising:
optically converting the external optical data packet for a
transmission to the destination node over a second
optical data channel of the packet optical network, the
first and second optical data channels being indepen-
dent of each other;
optically transferring the converted external optical data
packet to the packet optical network; and

transmitting the converted external optical data packet to
the destination node over the second optical data chan-
nel,

wherein the external optical data packet comprises a

header and a payload section, and wherein the header
comprises control information and the payload section
comprises data payload,

wherein the packet optical network is a slotted packet

optical network,
wherein the method comprises optically delaying the
converted external optical data packet so that the con-
verted external optical data packet is transmitted in the
next time slot, the delay being less than or equal to the
duration of a single time slot in the slotted packet
optical network.
11. A non-transitory computer program product compris-
ing instructions stored on a computer readable medium, the
instructions when being executed on a computer performing
a method of claim 10.
12. A method for providing an external optical data packet
to a destination node of a packet optical network, the packet
optical network comprising a plurality of nodes and a first
optical data channel for optically communicating local opti-
cal data packets between the plurality of nodes, the method
comprising:
optically converting the external optical data packet for a
transmission to the destination node over a second
optical data channel of the packet optical network, the
first and second optical data channels being indepen-
dent of each other;
optically transferring the converted external optical data
packet to the packet optical network; and

transmitting the converted external optical data packet to
the destination node over the second optical data chan-
nel,

wherein the external optical data packet comprises a

header and a payload section, and wherein the header
comprises control information and the payload section
comprises data payload,

wherein the external optical data packet is received at an

external node optically coupled to the packet optical
network, wherein the external data packet is optically
converted at the external node,

wherein the external node is a node of a further packet

optical network comprising a plurality of nodes com-
municating over a further optical data channel, and
wherein the packet optical network comprises a mobile
access network operating in accordance with a first
technology and the further packet optical network
comprises a mobile core network operating in accor-
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dance with a second technology being different from
the first technology, and wherein the local optical data
packets comprise packets transmitted between base
stations of the mobile access network and the external
optical data packets comprise packets transmitted
between gateways of the mobile core network and the
base stations of the mobile access network.

13. A non-transitory computer program product compris-
ing instructions stored on a computer readable medium, the
instructions when being executed on a computer performing
a method of claim 12.

14. A system for providing an external optical data
package to a destination node, the system comprising:

a packet optical network comprising a plurality of nodes,
a first optical data channel for optically communicating
local optical data packets between the plurality of
nodes, and a second optical data channel for optically
communicating external optical data packets between
the plurality of nodes, wherein the first and second data
channels are independent of each other, and wherein
the plurality of nodes comprise the destination node;
and

an external node optically connected to the packet optical
network, the external node being configured to receive
the external optical data packet, to optically convert the
received external optical data packet for a transmission
to the destination node over the second optical data
channel of the packet optical network, and to optically
transfer the converted external optical data packet to
the packet optical network,

wherein the external optical data packet includes a header
and a payload section, and wherein the header includes
control information and the payload section includes
data payload,

wherein upon receipt of the external optical data packet a
notification is received at the packet optical network,
the notification comprising address information about
the destination node,

wherein the packet optical network comprises a control
channel for communicating control channel informa-
tion between the plurality of nodes, the control header
for the external optical data packet being prepared on
the basis of the received notification, and the control
header being transmitted over the control channel upon
transmitting the converted external optical data packet
over the second data channel.

15. A system for providing an external optical data

package to a destination node, the system comprising:

a packet optical network comprising a plurality of nodes,
a first optical data channel for optically communicating
local optical data packets between the plurality of
nodes, and a second optical data channel for optically
communicating external optical data packets between
the plurality of nodes, wherein the first and second data
channels are independent of each other, and wherein
the plurality of nodes comprise the destination node;
and

an external node optically connected to the packet optical
network, the external node being configured to receive
the external optical data packet, to optically convert the
received external optical data packet for a transmission
to the destination node over the second optical data
channel of the packet optical network, and to optically
transfer the converted external optical data packet to
the packet optical network,
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wherein the external optical data packet includes a header
and a payload section, and wherein the header includes
control information and the payload section includes
data payload,

wherein upon receipt of the external optical data packet a
notification is received at the packet optical network,
the notification comprising address information about
the destination node, and

wherein the notification comprises further information
about the external optical data packet, like the QoS of
the packet, the control header being further prepared on
the basis of the further information.

16. A system for providing an external optical data

package to a destination node, the system comprising:

a packet optical network comprising a plurality of nodes,
a first optical data channel for optically communicating
local optical data packets between the plurality of
nodes, and a second optical data channel for optically
communicating external optical data packets between
the plurality of nodes, wherein the first and second data
channels are independent of each other, and wherein
the plurality of nodes comprise the destination node;
and

an external node optically connected to the packet optical
network, the external node being configured to receive
the external optical data packet, to optically convert the
received external optical data packet for a transmission
to the destination node over the second optical data
channel of the packet optical network, and to optically
transfer the converted external optical data packet to
the packet optical network,

wherein the external optical data packet includes a header
and a payload section, and wherein the header includes
control information and the payload section includes
data payload,

wherein the packet optical network is a slotted packet
optical network, and

wherein the converted external optical data packet is
optically delayed so that the converted external optical
data packet is transmitted in the next time slot, the
delay being less than or equal to the duration of a single
time slot in the slotted packet optical network.

17. A system for providing an external optical data

package to a destination node, the system comprising:

a packet optical network comprising a plurality of nodes,
a first optical data channel for optically communicating
local optical data packets between the plurality of
nodes, and a second optical data channel for optically
communicating external optical data packets between
the plurality of nodes, wherein the first and second data
channels are independent of each other, and wherein
the plurality of nodes comprise the destination node;
and

an external node optically connected to the packet optical
network, the external node being configured to receive
the external optical data packet, to optically convert the
received external optical data packet for a transmission
to the destination node over the second optical data
channel of the packet optical network, and to optically
transfer the converted external optical data packet to
the packet optical network,

wherein the external optical data packet includes a header
and a payload section, and wherein the header includes
control information and the payload section includes
data payload,

wherein the external optical data packet is received at an
external node optically coupled to the packet optical
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network, wherein the external data packet is optically
converted at the external node,

wherein the external node is a node of a further packet
optical network comprising a plurality of nodes com-
municating over a further optical data channel, and 5

wherein the packet optical network comprises a mobile
access network operating in accordance with a first
technology and the further packet optical network
comprises a mobile core network operating in accor-
dance with a second technology being different from 10
the first technology, and wherein the local optical data
packets comprise packets transmitted between base
stations of the mobile access network and the external
optical data packets comprise packets transmitted
between gateways of the mobile core network and the 15
base stations of the mobile access network.
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